Sustainable Community Development and Eco-social Change

Course Content

This course presents and discusses distinct
perspectives on eco-social approaches to
sustainable community development and their
relevance to current debates on global, regional and
local challenges. The course takes an
interdisciplinary theoretical as well action-

oriented approach for addressing, reflecting and
discussing contextually anchored issues related to
prevailing cultural, ethical, and political notions,
emphasizing the relationships between human
beings and the collectives they are part of across
respective contexts. In particular, African concepts
such as Ubuntu, Indaba and personhood represent
an inversion of the privileging of the human being
over the collectivity implied by the Western ideas of
individualism, collectivism, and conviviality. However,
indigenous perspectives from Western contexts (e.g.
Sami) are also included. The course aims to give the
students an overview of important concepts and of
some of the main debates/directions regarding the
complex relations between the ecological and the
social dimensions. From African as well as Western
perspectives, the relation between the ‘eco’ and the
‘social’ with be addressed by exploring key issues
and contextual dilemmas regarding the relations
between society and environment, economic growth,
inequality, power and sustainability, planetary
changes, ecological transformations and the
Anthropocene, political contestations and changes of
paradigms. Discussing these, the course
incorporates action-related approaches and
discusses how current issues inform and challenge
policies and political controversies, actions and
contestations at the community level.

Main Subjects:

Course Code: MACOMM5345
Number of ECTS: 10

Available as Single Course: Yes
Type of Course: Elective

Cycle: Second Cycle

Year of Study

Full Time: Year 2

Part Time: Not Relevant
Language of Instruction: English
Campus: Online Course
Semester: Spring/Autumn
Compulsory Attendance: Yes
Profressional Training: No

Scope of Tuition:
20 hours

Scope of other Learning
Activities:
10 hours

Scope of Self-Study Activities:
240 hours

Total Workload:
270 hours

Prerequisites:

e What is the eco-social? Different theoretical perspectives on the relations between

the ecological and the social

¢ Colonial history and power-relations as they relate to sustainable community

development

o Key contextual concepts and approaches to current eco-social issues

e African and other indigenous notions of shaping and forming communities

o \Western approaches to sustainable community development

e Controversies, politics, and policies related to sustainable community development

e Community development and religion

¢ Community responses, contestation, and social innovative actions
e Current issues related to sustainable community development




Learning Outcome

Completing the course will give the students the following learning outcome, sectioned into
knowledge, skills, and general competence:

Knowledge:
The Student

Skills:

has specialized knowledge about key theoretical approaches to sustainable
community development in various contexts, including indigenous perspectives from
African and Western contexts.

has current and highly specialized knowledge about key perspectives, issues, and
past and current debates about the eco-social, within the field of eco-social studies.
has critical awareness of key ecological and social issues and complexities related to
UN Sustainability Development Goals (SDG), such as sustainable development,
green capitalism, Anthropocene, degrowth, deep ecology, degrowth has well as
ongoing political controversies regarding inequality and power.

can analyze key issues related to global and local eco-social issues and relate these
to policy, political processes, local alternatives, and initiatives in various contexts.

The Student

can analyze and critically assess key theoretical perspectives to eco-social
sustainable community development and relate them to current problems and
debates.

can critically relate theoretical approaches to sustainable community development to
political, policy and action-oriented approaches in context of current and contextual
issues,

can engage in cross-pollinating analyses and discussions, addressing issues related
to eco-social approaches to sustainable community development

can apply specialized problems-solving skills in research and/or innovation related to
eco-social community initiatives on local or global levels, such as smatrt cities,
community participation, and global eco-social movements

General Competence:
The Student

can manage and strategize for complex and unpredictable eco-social work context
asking for innovation and transformation

can contribute to professional knowledge and problem solving on current eco-social
problems areas in workplaces, communities or society at large by applying
specialized knowledge in practical assignments and projects in a life-long perspective
can analyze relevant academic, professional and research ethical problems related to
eco-social initiatives and work practice can communicate individually and in groups
about eco-social issues, and debates both with specialists and the general public

can address complex and unpredictable issues that require new strategic approaches
and new ways of posing socio-natural problems and ways to address them



Work and Teaching Methods

e Online lectures and seminars
e Interactive group work and presentations
e Online student interaction

Compulsory Activities

o Participation in lectures and seminars, minimum 60% attendance of scheduled online
real-time sessions

e Participation in online learning activities (e.g. Reflection log, Online forum discussion)

o Presentation of a topic, individually (connected to the written assignment) or in groups
(connected to contextual issues)

Assessment
Form of Assessment Duration Grade
Written assginment, 3000 words (+/- 10%) One semester A-F

Additional Information about Assessment:
Common practice for academic writing needs to be followed (APA 7 reference style).

Other

The course is a cooperative inter-institutional effort between institutions, aimed at sharing
resources, perspectives, and goals. The course is an elective course which may involve the
various master programs in the participating institutions. If the case of taking the course as
an individual course, prerequisites are a relevant bachelor’s degree.
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